
Sanitation
Cluttered and overgrown areas 
give rats the means of moving 
around without detection.

 Keep your home clean 
and free of clutter. 

Good sanitation will not only 
reduce food and shelter 
resources for existing rodents, 
but will also make baits and 
traps more effective.

 Thereby limiting the
number of rats that
can survive in and
around the home.

Eliminate the accumulation of 
materials that would otherwise 
give rodents a place to hide, 
sleep, nest, and reproduce; 
without being seen or 
disturbed. 

 Examples:
newspaper piles,
stacks of cardboard,
bags of bottles and
cans, etc.

Storage Note: keep items away 
from walls and off the ground. 

Control the overgrowth of: weeds, 
shrubs, brush, and vegetation. 

 Recommended: vase-
shaped shrubs vs. dense 
evergreens or ground 
cover.

Burrows can often be found under 
dense foliage, where rodents are 
protected from predators and 
natural elements.

 Remove/trim plants if
burrows are found in
this area.

If you find droppings or 
track marks, wash the area 
with water and a mild 
bleach solution. 

 Solution: 1 part
bleach, 10 parts
water

Rats communicate and 
attract one another 
through their urine and 
droppings. 

These spaces must be properly 
maintained. 

Many rat problems around the 
home can be related to the 
keeping of pets. 

 Rats can be found living
underneath doghouses.

 When dogs are away or
sleeping, rodents can
even feed on the dog’s
food.

Rats will also feed on undigested 
matter found in canine feces. 
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For cement and stone foundations, 
use: mortar or ready-mix cement. 

For covering large holes, use: 
metal lathe or screening

 Then seal with mortar or 
cement. 

For covering floor drains and vents, 
use: heavy-duty metal screening

 Then secure with masonry 
nails or cement. 

For sealing pipes leading into 
walls, use: escutcheon plates (i.e., 
pipe collars). 

For small holes and cracks, 
use: caulk or roofing 
cement. 

For gaps under doors, use: 
metal door sweeps or 
metal kick plates. 

On the lower level of the 
home, install screens on 
vents. 

Eliminate unnecessary 
standing water sources. 

 Repair leaky faucets 

Store bulk foods, bird seed, 
and dry pet food in metal 
cans with tight-fitting lids. 

Food should never be left out 
for stray animals or wildlife. 

Remove bird feeders that 
spill seeds onto the ground.

 Clean up around bird 
feeders. 

Bring garbage cans outside to 
the curb closer to pick-up time, 
to prevent unintended feeding 
of rodents. 

Ensure garbage lids are sealed 
(no holes/gnaw marks), with 
tight-fitting lids. 

Use durable, Village-approved 
trash cans. 

Clean garbage cans with soap 
and water weekly. 

Rinse all containers before you 
recycle/discard them. 

Pick-up pet waste daily. 

Vegetable gardens: pick all ripe 
fruits and vegetables; clean up 
rotten, fallen foods. 

Woodpiles should be stacked 12 in. 
off the ground and 12 in. away 
from walls. 

Ensure that plants and grass do not 
grow up against buildings

 There should be 12-18 in. 
of open ground between 
plants and a building.

 Remove leaf litter. 
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Rats 
~ or ~ 
Mice?

Proper I.D.
Common pest rodents 

include: house mice, deer 
mice, and Norway rats. 

House mice & Norway rats 
are the most common 

rodent species in/around a 
home. 

Harborages
o Ground burrows found: beneath bushes, along

building perimeters, highway embankments,

beneath curbs, and along cracks in the sidewalk. 

o Within interior and exterior structural gaps.

o Sewer systems or other tunnel-oriented

infrastructures (example: water lines).

o Within and/or beneath stacked materials, discarded

furniture, derelict or abandoned autos, etc. 

o Empty lots, alleys, train tracks, etc.

House Mouse
o Size: 2-4 inches in length.

o Diet: grains, fruits, seeds.

o Habitat: ground burrows, barns, and sheds.

o Nesting Areas: indoor walls, attics, storage

boxes, under appliances. 

o Note: can fit through a hole the size of a

dime. 

o Reproduction: Female house mice can give

birth to 6 babies every 3 weeks; up to 35

young each year!

Norway Rat
o Size: ~8 inches in length; 11 ounces.

o Diet: meat, livestock feed, pet food, fish.

o Habitat: burrows/underground tunnels.

o ID: husky; brown with scattered black hairs.

o Reproduction: litters of 6-12 at a time; 4-6

litters/year; breeding season in the spring & fall.

o Life Span: can live up to 18 months.

o Note: can fit through a hole the size of a

quarter.

Biology
Rodents are nocturnal—

generally active at night vs. 
during the day. 

Rats and mice are warm-
blooded. 

Can store up to a week’s 
worth of food supply (or 

more) at a time.



Is pet food or water stored outside? Is there dog or animal waste on the 
ground? 

Are there birdfeeders on 
the property? 

Is seed falling to the 
ground? 

Are there holes larger than ½ inch 
leading into sheds, garages, 
basements, or the home?

Is wood or other 
materials stored on the 

ground?

Is there compost on the property? 

Is it stored in an open container or 
in a pile on the ground? 

Is there grass/weeds 
over 6 inches tall?

Is there a pond or 
container storing water 

on the property?

Do your part by: cleaning the yard and 
removing any bulk items, by not 

feeding pets outside, and using durable 
garbage cans with tight-fitting lids. 

Is there a vegetable garden on the 
property? 

Are fruits & vegetables falling on the 
ground? 

These questions will help 
you in determining if 

there are conditions on 
your property that will 

continue to contribute to 
rodent activity. 

Please address any 
questions in which you 

answered “yes” to 
immediately, so that 
rodent treatment will 

be successful. 



Evidence Of Rats

Nests are usually 
located in dark, 
secluded areas. 

Rodents can gnaw/chew 
through wood and plastic. 

Rats can squeeze through a 
hole that is ½ inch wide. 

Size: ½ - ¾ inch long; 
with blunt ends. 

Found in small groupings. 

Look near common 
pathways, food & 
water sources, or 

burrows & shelters.

Smudge marks are 
transferred from the oil 
and dirt on fur onto the 
walls they run along. 

Look for (2) holes: an 
entrance and an exit. 

Example: a shed, concrete 
slab, or wood pile. 

Rats utilize the same path 
frequently in a day. Look for 
signs of a runway on walls 
and worn down paths in the 

grass/mud. 

Burrows are holes in the 
dirt or concrete with 

smooth edges and have a 
width of 1-4 inches. 

Nests Gnaw Marks 
& Holes

Droppings Where to 
Look

Rub Marks
Where to 

Look
Where to 

Look Burrows

Look for signs of: live rats, rat 
droppings, burrows, gnaw 
marks, tracks, or runways. 

Controlling rats requires 
removing the resources they 
need to survive, including: 
food, water, and shelter. 
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